
 The semester is quickly coming to a close. On page two you will find 

the 1st Semester Final Exam Bell Schedule. We will be following this sched-

ule on December 19th and December 20th 2011 . If your child is absent either 

of these days, the make- ups for the finals are scheduled for December 21st .  

Enjoy the Winter Break, we look forward to an outstanding second semester.  

Sincerely,  

 Mr. Izzett  

 

 

From the Principal  
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   Mesquite Junior High  

     130 W. Mesquite St.  

   Gilbert, Arizona  85233  

     Phone: 480-926 -1433 
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          Ron Izzett  

       Principal 

Lucas Blackburn 

Assistant Principal  

  Holiday Greetings & Warm Wishes  

       from Mesquite Junior High  

           Teachers and Staff 



1st Semester Final Exams Bell Schedule  
Monday, December 19, 2011  

                                   Announcements 7:50 -7:58 

                                  1st  Hour Final 7:58 - 9:30 

                                              (92 minutes)  

                                          Passing 9:30-9:34 

                                  3rd  Hour Final 9:34 - 11:06 

                                              (92 minutes)  

 

7th  Grade             8th  Grade  

        Lunch 11:06 -11:36                      Passing 11:06-11:10 

                   (30 minutes)       7th  Hour Final 11:10 - 12:42 

Passing 11:36-11:40            (92 minutes)  

7th  Hour Final 11:40 - 1:12                                  Passing 1:12-1:16 

      (92 minutes)             Lunch 12:42 - 1:12 

Passing 1:12-1:16              (30 minutes)  

Assembly Through 6 th  Hour                    Passing 1:12- 1:16 

       Holiday Concert 7 th  Grade                   5th  Hour Final 1:16 - 2:50 

1:16-2:50(94 minutes)                                                                                        (94 minutes)  

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, December 20, 2011  
Announcements 7:50 - 7:58 

2nd  Hour Final 7:58 -9:30 

(92 minutes)  

Passing 9:30- 9:34 

4th  Hour Final 9:34 - 11:06 

(92 minutes)  

 

7th  Grade       8th  Grade  

   Lunch 11:06 - 11:36     Passing 11:06- 11:10 

              (30 minutes)      8th  Hour Final 11:10 - 12:42 

Passing 11:36- 11:40                  (92 minutes)  

8th  Hour Final 11:40 - 1:12     Lunch 12:42 - 1:12 

(92 minutes)       (30 minutes)  

  Passing 1:12- 1:16                               Passing 1:12-1:16 

         6th  Hour Final                              Assembly Through 5 th  Hour  

               (94 minutes)      Holiday Concert 8 th  Grade  

       1:16- 2:50 

       (94 minutes)  
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The Latest from the Library  

From book fairs to author visits to spelling bees, the MJHS Library has been 

busy! Our annual Fall Book Fair was held in September and purchases 

helped us earn over $600 in free books from the fair. Thank you, Mustangs, 

parents, teachers, and staff for your support of our fair. Students were ex-

cited about the new titles added to our library collection, as well as the books 

they were able to purchase for themselves!  

Author Scott Westerfeld ( Leviathan  series) joined us on October 3 rd for an 

interesting and informative presentation about his writing and the book se-

ries.  Students enjoyed learning about how his popular Uglies  series idea 

took shape, his interactions with the artist for the Leviathan  

series, and the real stories and research that influenced the 

writing of the Leviathan  trilogy.  Over 150 students attended 

his presentation.  Westerfeldõs books continue to be a popular reading option in the 

library today.                                                           The month of November offered avid writers a novel opportunity.  Thatõs right!  

Students were able to sign up to write a NOVEL in a MONTH!  National Novel 

Writing Month, also known as NaNoWriMo, began November first with more 

than fifteen dedicated students participating in the library during lunch.  Stu-

dents set their word -count goals and aimed high for success.  It will come as no 

surprise when one of our Mustangs is one day a published author!  

 

7th  Grade Student, Jimdin Pixler, with author Scott Westerfeld  

7th  Grade NaNoWriMo writers during lunch  

Pictured above: The 2011 -2012 MJHS Spelling Bee Participants  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Monica Desjardins, winner of the MJHS Spelling Bee!  

Monica will go on to compete at the District Spelling Bee on January 17th 

in our auditorium at 6:30 p.m.  We wish her the best of luck as she at-

tempts to spell her way to the Regional Bee!  Congratulations also goes to 

each of the participants in our school Bee who gave an outstanding at-

tempt and whose dedication to study and to spelling was evident.  Great 

job spellers!  

The final three in the MJHS Spelling 

Bee! (From Left) Katie Jackson, 

Ashlyn Astorga, Monica Desjardins  



Career Day 2012  
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MJHS will be hosting our annual Career Day on 

Wednesday, January 25, 2012. The goal of the day is to 

introduce our students to a variety of career choices and 

give them information on job responsibilities and what is 

required to achieve their career goals. Last yearõs pre-

senters included an ATF Agent, banker, chef, engineer, 

health care professionals, television news reporter, pilot, 

photographer, police, mili-

tary, and many more.   This 

year looks to be just as excit-

ing! We are still in need of 

more presenters. If you are 

interested in presenting to 

our students please contact 

the counseling office at  

480-926-1433 ext. 2515.  

                                                                         Mustang Round - Up 

Student Council News  

Student Council has been busy this first part of the semester with the school wide fundraiser, plus coordinating two school 

dances, spirit weeks, and promoting school spirit!  

Our Otis Spunkmeyer Cookie Dough Sale and magazine orders raised over $5, 000 for our students! Thank you students, par-

ents, and families for supporting student council!  If you would like to purchase or renew magazines for the holidays to help 

MJHS, you can still utilize QSP from our fall fundraiser.  You can visit the website QSP.com to view the magazines and place 

an order. Please use our school code: 1088048 when placing orders. Remember 40% of the profit comes back to MJHS. Thank 

you for your help and generosity! You are the reason that MJHS continues to shine!  

UPCOMING EVENTS:  

We have the Winter Dance, òUnder the BigTopó, on December 2nd from 3pm to 5pm in our cafeteria and Ramada area. This is a 

first for MJHS; we are incorporating a carnival with our dance. We can always use a few volunteers to help with the dance, if  

you are interested in helping out, please contact the front office. We will potentially do other fundraisers in the spring to  help  

off-set the cost of the 8 th  Grade Promotion Activity, purchase gifts for the teachers, and help other clubs on campus.  

 

Congratulations!  

The following students have been selected as the MJHS Student Council Officers for the 2011 -2012 school year: 

Abigail Knight, President, Alex Russo, 8 th  Grade Vice President, Paige Graves, 7 th  Grade Vice President, Katherine Zubler, Sec-

retary, Tonya Crandell, Treasurer, Isabel Grotte, 8 th  Grade Activities Director, Brittany Crandell, 7th Grade Activities Director, 

Allison Jones, Photographer/Historian, Tristin Huggett, Representative, Andrew Larson, Representative, Haven Steele, Repre-

sentative, Alexis Moloney, Representative, James Milano, Representative.  

Choir Concert  

 

The MJHS Holiday 

Choir concert is 

Tuesday December 

13th at 7:00pm .  

Students who are 

performing need to be 

there at 6pm. Doors 

open to the public at 

6:45pm. Congratulations to the  

Cantaremos Arizona State Junior High 

Honor Choir Members from Mesquite 

Junior High School: Anna Hough, Elle 

Hough, Lexi Brady, Stefanie Didonato, 

Megan Codling, Sarah Austin, Reagan 

Clark, Miranda Ortiz, Eliza Ridley -

Prevost, Madeleine Shepherd, Azalie 

Wells, Alyssa Wimbish, Katherine 

Zubler  
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Student Citizen of The Month  
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Congrats to our Gilbert Town 

Council Student Citizen of the 

Month Nominees!  

Pictured are are 7th Grader 

Grace Roady (Right), 8th 

Grader Scott Trimble (Below), 

And 7th Grader Jacob 

Schuler. Way to go Mustangs! 

We are so proud of you!  

Counseling News 
If any student is interested in the Honors  

Program, please pick up a permission slip for the 

Honorôs test  in the counseling office.  

The test will be held on Thursday, January 12th, 

2012 at 8:15 am. Students can only take the test 

once a year. If you have any questions, please 

contact the counseling office.  

Great holiday ideas 

are available in the 

MJHS Spirit 

Store!  Stop by 

and see our sweatshirts, hats, 

and shirts.  The Spirit Store is 

open Monday -  Thursday From 

9:45am to 1:15pm.  

Spirit Store  

Parent Teacher Student Organization (P.T.S.O.)  

 

The Mesquite PTSO is getting ready to sell Harkins Movie Theater 

Cups.  The cups will be sold during lunch on November 18 th  and 

22nd.  The cost of the cups is $4.75.  We will be using this money to 

help out families in need during the upcoming holiday season.  

 

The PTSO will also be hosting a holiday lunch for the  

Mesquite staff members on Friday, December 16 th .  We will be asking parents to 

help provide appetizers and desserts for this event.  If you are interested in helping, 

please e-mail Robyn ( robyn555@cox.net). As always, we invite you to join us for our 

monthly meetings.  We meet at 1:30 PM on the first Tuesday of each month.  

 

mailto:robyn555@cox.net)


Mustang Round - Up 

I - Pod Touch Winner  

Page 6 

 

In July of 2012 Mr. Buchanan, 7th grade Social Studies Teacher, is 

taking a trip all along the Eastern Seaboard for any MJHS student 

and family members who would like to go. They will be going to  

Boston, New York City, Philadelphia, Washington, D.C.,  

Colonial Williamsburg, and Jamestown . It is 14 days long and 

the travelers will see the Boston Common, take a Duck Boat Tour of 

Boston Harbor, view New York City from the top of the Empire State 

Building, attend a Broadway Play, see the Statue of Liberty, tour 

Ellis Island, go to Ground Zero before heading to Philadelphia.   Then 

you'll see the Liberty Bell, tour the building where the Declaration of 

Independence and Constitution was argued over and finally ratified 

by our Founding Fathers. In Washington, D.C. you'll take a tour of 

the U.S. Capitol building, see the White House and go through as 

many Smithsonian Museums as you would like. You'll see the Su-

preme Court Building, go into the Library of Congress then travel 

down to Mt. Vernon and tour George Washington's home. You'll be 

able to see what hardships our early immigrants faced at Jamestown 

and get a glimpse of what life was like during Colonial times by tour-

ing Williamsburg. If you would like to see a day by day itinerary of 

this fantastic trip, you can go to www.smithsonianstudenttravel.com  

and then type in 1079677 when it asks you for a tour number. The 

trip is very affordable regardless of budget and will qualify to use 

Arizona State Tax Credit dollars to offset  the cost. If you are interested in going on this trip you can get more info 

by calling 1 -800-504-2323 and giving whoever answers the phone the tour number 1079677 or you can contact Mr. 

Buchanan at Kent.Buchanan@gilbertschools.net He'll be happy to sit down and answer any and all of your 

questions.  

Eastern Seaboard Trip 2012  

Unified Physical Education  

The MJHS PE Depart-

ment is excited to offer a 

new course in the second 

semester!  We will be of-

fering "UNIFIED P.E." -- 

a course that offers op-

portunities for students 

with physical or mental 

disabilities to be part-

nered with typical students in a daily P.E. class.   

It is a co -ed class where boys and girls are also 

matched across grade levels to benefit the needs 

of all students involved.   Applications will be ac-

cepted from 8th grade boys and girls to be a part 

of this class as a peer helper -- it counts as your 

PE credit!   Applications will be handed out the 

week of November 28 and are due by December 

2nd. See Mrs. Blasdel or Mr. Mautino for more 

information. Unified P.E.:   "WHERE AMAZING 

HAPPENS!"  

Students who purchased a yearbook by September 

1st, were put into a drawing to win an I -Pod touch!  

Congratulations to Rylee Booth for being drawn for 

the prize!  

http://www.smithsonianstudenttravel.com/

